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I. 

THE SIN. 



It has been well said of the Psalms^ that '^ they 
are an epitome of the Bible adapted for the 
purposes of devotion/^ 

Christ^ in every aspect of His Person, His 
Work, His Life, His Passion, His Triumph, is 
foimd there. The Church, in all her charac- 
teristics, in all her functions, in all her history, 
is found there also. The Christian, in his call- 
ing, his aspirations, his trials, his falls, his re- 
pentance, his ultimate blessedness, is found 
there. 

First the Jewish Church, then the Church 
of Christ and the Holt Ghost, have used the 
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Psalms day by day for ages in the worship of 
God. Christian men and women have drnnk 
deeply of this well of life and found it ever 
fresh. 

The Psalter was the prayer book of Christ. 
In the most awful moments of His Life He 
made its words His own. It is a revelation^ a 
fifth Gospel) telling ns much of the thoughts 
and intents of His Heart which we know by no 
other record. In the constant worship of the 
Synagogue^ all through the long years of His 
unknown life^ and afterwards in the three years 
of His public Mission^ He joined in the use of 
these wordS) making all His own; praises^ 
prayers^ threatenings^ lamentations ; yes^ even 
cries for pardon^ and lamentations for sin^ even 
these He poured out from the depth of His 
Heart; for "He was made sin for us;" "He 
bore our iniquities ;" " He was reckoned with 
the transgressors ;" He made Himself one with 
US) and spoke in our name^ our Head represen- 
tative^ the High Priest bearing the sins of His 
people to the Mercy-Seat; the Lamb upon 
Whose Hqad was laid the iniquity of us all. 

And of all the Psalms^ the fifty-first ha9 been 
most used by the Church; no part of the Bible 
indeed so much^ except the Lord^s Prayer. 
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Seven times a day^ at the end of each office^ 
was it used^ for hundreds of years, by thou- 
sands of worshippers. And by how many re- 
turning penitents, by how many sin-sensitive 
saints, God only can tell. 

How dear it has been to the Church may be 
seen too by 159 commentaries which one writer 
alone tells us he knows, some filling great folio 
volumes with the exposition of this psalm 
alone ; and that besides many more commen- 
taries written by those outside the Church. 
Well may one exclaim, '^ O most blessed sin 
of David, so gloriously atoned for ! O most 
happy fault which has brought in so many 
straying sheep to the Good Shepherd !" 

That great and ^manifold sin we all know. 
" For some 3000 years that one sin of David, 
that one momentary glance from the housetop, 
has given occasion to the enemies of the 
Lord in each successive age to blaspheme. 
Nathan said that so it would be ;. and so it 
has been, from the Lucians, and Porphyries of 
primitive times, to the Yoltaires, and Humes, 
and Faines, of our own." 

And truly the sin was great, and grievous, 
and far-reaching ; scarce one of the command- 
ments but it violated ; duty to God, and duty 
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to man^ all went down before one mad out- 
burst of passion. And whether we regard the 
man who so sinned^ or the circumstances that 
accompanied the sin^ we shall still be ever 
more and more astonished^ and more and more 
convinced that this was one of the greats and 
singular, and typical sins of the world's 
history, 

The man who so fell in a moment was a man 
after God^s own heart, a tried and seasoned 
servant of God ; one who but for this is de- 
clared by the voice of inspiration to have done 
*' that which was right in the eyes of the Lord, 
and not to have turned aside from any thing 
that God commanded him. all the days of his 
life.'' And yet by one step he plunged at once 
to the lowest depths of human infamy, adding 
sin to sin ; and for a whole year never turning 
back, never convinced of his fall, never repent- 
ing; attending the worship of God, reading 
His Word, praying, seeing others' sins, and 
eager to punish them, fired with zeal for the 
honour of his God, and with justice and mercy 
to men. 

How many lessons all this teaches us time 
would fail us to enumerate. We see that high 
spiritual gifts and graces do not protect a man 
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from temptations and ignominious falls ; that 
a man may overcome one kind of danger^ yet 
succumb to another ; that times of prosperity 
are times of weakness and susceptibility, espe- 
cially in the direction of sins of luxury ; that a 
man may sin in the midst of religious profes- 
sion, and go on blindly, without repentance, 
seeing others^ sins, but not his own ; that the 
passions, if assisted by the will,' easily overcome 
all the arguments of the reason, and all fear of 
consequences, remote or proximate; that al- 
though generally men fall step by step from 
right to wrong, they sometimes are precipitated 
as it were in one tremendous catastrophe ; that 
the consequences of sin are often much more 
serious than we anticipate; and that one sin 
leads on to another, and that to a third, and 
so on ; that it is easy to find accomplices to 
join with us, and countenance and encourage 
us in sin; that if, on true repentance, the 
eternal punishment of a sin be remitted by 
God, the temporal punishment may still be 
exacted, for this one sin of David cast a dark 
shadow over all his subsequent life, and all his 
after troubles are traceable directly or indi- 
rectly to it ; that a man's conscience is not by 
itself a safe guide and test of his conduct, for 
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David's conscience was utterly dead^ quite use- 
less^ till something external to itself awakened 
Ids sense of guilt ; that Oop's ministers must 
not respect persons^ but rebuke the great^ as 
well as the poor^ for their sins ; and that the 
highest should' accept such rebukes as David 
accepted Nathan's^ knowing that God judges 
men according to their works and hearts^ 
whether they are rich or poor, gentle or 
simple ; that sins of the flesh are very deadly, 
very insidious, and that they bUnd men's eyes 
to their guilt ; that temporal misfortunes and 
troubles are often the result and the punish- 
ment of sins past ; and that if we could see 
and know all the workings of God's Provi- 
dence, His ways, and the strange lots and 
many sufierings of some men would be more 
intelligible to us. 

AH this and much more may evidently be 
learned from the circumstances of David's sin ; 
but at this time we must pass over all this, and 
keep only to the record of David's repentance, 
as he himself has pictured it for us in this 
wonderful Psalm. 

And surely it is a fit Lenten subject for us 
all; for, as it has been only too truly said. 

Many fall with David who do not rise again 
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with David ;" and one of great experience in 
such matters — ^Archbishop Feneloji — has left 
it on record, " I have more often found those 
who have preserved their baptismal purity, 
than those who, having lost it, have truly and 
really and thoroughly repented." 

To the confessions of a true penitent then 
let us turn for our instruction and guidance. 
Whoever, or whatever we have been, or are, 
we shall find something suitable for our own 
case. For so S. Augustine writes of this 
Psalm, " I would say these words to those who 
have not done the like, in order that they 
should watch to keep their uncorruptness, and 
that while they take heed how a great one has 
fallen, they that be small should fear. But if 
any that hath already fallen heareth these 
words, and that hath in his conscience any evil 
thing ; to the words of this Psalm let him ad- 
vert ; let him heed the greatness of the wound, 
but not despair of the majesty of the Physician. 
Sin with despair is certain death. Whoever 
thou art that hast sinned, and hesitatest to do 
penance for thy sin, despairing of thy salvation, 
hear David groaning. To thee Nathan the 
prophet hath not been sent; David himself 
hath been sent unto thee. Hear him crying. 
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and with him cry. Hear him groaning^ and 
with him groan. Hear him weeping, and 
mingle tears. Hear him amended, and with 
him rejoice. If from thee sin could not be 
exduded; be not hope of pardon excluded. 
There was sent to that man Nathan the pro- 
phet ; observe the king's humility ; he rejected 
not the words of him giving admonition; he 
said not> 'darest thou speak to me, a king?' 
an exalted king heard a prophet; let His 
humble people hear Christ.'' 



II. 

CONTRITION AND CONFESSION. 

There are several ways of dividing this Psalm; 
we will take one that accords with the number 
of the Sundays in Lent^ and has other recom- 
mendations. At present we will consider the 
first six verses^ which are all fall of one idea^ 
and give expression to the deep feelinga of the 
sin-oppressed heart. 

Have mercy upon me, O God ; upon me, he 
says; not here^ as elsewhere, calling himself 
by his name David^ which was itself almost a 
claim upon God's favour^ not even calling him- 
self God's servant^ or by any other title : but 
as if he were unworthy of all, had forfeited all 
by his great sin^ and were cut off from God^ 
and from his own past^ and stood naked, 
nameless, helpless, a mere creature before his 
Creator^ appealing by his helplessness to the 
helpful mercy of the Almighty. 

So stood the Publican in the Temple; so 
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stood the Prodigal before his father^ not daring 
to plead his rights as a son ; so stand we^ our 
baptismal privileges in abeyance through our 
violations of our baptismal covenant ; so stand 
we now especially in the season of Lent, in the 
day of mercy, that in the day of Judgment we 
may not so standi having no voice to cry for 
mercy, when it is at last the day of vengeance, 

O God; he says, not as in happier moments, 
my God; for sin separates from God. 

According to the multitude of Thy tender 
mercies : the words imply the mercy of a father 
to his children. According to Thy great mercy, 
as another reading has it; for nothing less than 
great mercy can measure the great sin; deep 
wounds require great healing; no ordinary 
physician can meet the requirements of this 
case. Murder and adultery were inexpiable 
according to the Law of God, death was the 
inevitable punishment ; but David is thinking 
of the death of the soul. 

After Thy great goodness : the cry for great 
mercy indicates a sense of great mfsery ; ** deep 
calls to deep ; the depth of misery to the depth 
of mercy; the depth of sin to the depth of 
grace." Or, according to the multitude of Thy 
mercies; for his sin was manifold, and needed 
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manifold mercies. And the history of David, 
and the whole history of Israel and of the 
world, was a record of the multitude of God's 
mercies. And when we use these words how 
much more do they mean! Doubtless David 
saw much by faith and by Divine light of the 
coming salvation by Christ, the Son of David, 
but we know all. Bethlehem, and Nazareth, 
and Galilee, and Calvary — ^who can tell the 
infinite mercy that these declare ? By these we 
plead for mercy, summing up every cry in the 
words, " through Jesus Christ our Lord." 

Blot out my transgressions; or, as the 
Prayer Book has it, do away mine offences; 
the word is used of washing out the writing 
from parchments, or of washing away all traces 
of that which has soiled garments, &c. 

He prays not that his sin may be cloaked, or 
forgotten, or not imputed, but that it may be 
annihilated ; that that which is may be made 
not to be. To do this belongs alone to Al- 
mighty God. He alone Who created can 
destroy. He alone Who made out of nothing 
can reduce to nothing again. Such is the 
pardon of sin. The sin is absolutely de- 
stroyed. At the Judgment Day the Accuser 
seeks for it in vain, he can lay nothing to the 
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charge of the soul which has repented, and been 
absolved by the mouth of Omnipotent Mercy. 

Wash me thnmghly from my wickedness; all 
his thought is to be freed from the guilt of his 
sin ; he says not a word about the punishment. 

How ill do some of us compare with this 
brave man I Do not we more often whine out 
poor cowardly cries to be let off punishment, 
while the sin is not grievous to us, nor the out- 
rage against our Lord, and Father, and Sa- 
viour a matter of a moment's uneasiness or 
anxiety ? Have we not even traded upon the 
multitude of God's mercies, and sinned wilfally 
under His very eyes, with the idea that by-and- 
by we will come cringing to Him, and plead- 
ing His great mercy as a reason for pardon ? 

For thoroughly another rendering is, more 
and more ; more than formerly, for this is a 
deeper sin ; more than I know how to ask, for 
I cannot know the fiill depth of my guilt 
again and again, for the stain is deep 
thorouffhly, till not a trace of the past is left 
thoroughly y that there may be no predisposition 
to relapse. 

And we have once been washed in Baptism, 
yet need to be washed again. These erring 
feet that lead us into wrong paths, that tread 
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the miry ways of the worlds it needs that our 
Lord and Master gird Himself^ and wash 
these. Pardon mej O Lobd^ wash me, absolve 
me, again and again, more and more, thoroughly, 
and cleanse me from my sin, put out Thy Hand, 
and touch the leper. Thou Son of David, say, 
as of old, ''I will, be thou clean/' 

Far I acknowledge my faults ; David already 
knew the Grospel truth, '^ if we confess our sins 
He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins/' 

No merit to show, no price to offer; all we 
can do is to acknowledge the hideous guilt. 
And yet this is something, ''for Satan, like 
Nahash the Ammonite, is wont to put out the 
eyes of those whom he leads captive.'' 

David was blind, but now he sees. As the 
sufferer shows his dreadful disease to the 
surgeon without false shame or reserve, so 
must confession of sin be unreserved and 
thorough ; without this there is no promise, no 
hope of pardon. 

And my sin is ever before me ; we know how 
sometimes we are haunted with one ever pre* 
sent thought; with first waking consciousness 
it is there, in busy streets, thrusting itself in 
the midst of things least and things greatest, 
following us like our shadow, the master 
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thought, the dear wish, the crying want, or the 
gnawing anxiety, it never leaves us for a 
moment. 

Like this was David^s sense of sin. Nathan's 
words had removed the blinding beam from his 
eye, just as our Lord's words convicted the 
consciences of those who brought the adulteress 
to Him. David was already forgiven, but he 
could not forget his terrible sin. 

So should we be *^ afraid of forgiven sin.*' 
The unmerciful servant was forgiven, yet, when 
he fell, the whole weight of his past and par- 
doned transgressions seems to have been drawn 
down upon him again; so should we ever keep 
our sins before us by constant words of peni- 
tence, such as the Church teaches us, to keep 
us humble and fearful; for in this attitude our 
safety lies. It is said that Peter, all through 
his life, involuntarily burst into tears whenever 
he heard a cock crow, for it brought his sin to 
remembrance. 

Another reading stands, My sin is ever 
against me; we cannot be quite as we were 
before, after sin, even when it is forgiven. 
The knowledge of sin is itself a weakness; a 
penitent can never be what the pure is and 
will be. 
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Against Thee only have I sinned; strange 
words ! had he not sinned cruelly against Uriahs 
against Bathsheba^ against his people ? Surely^ 
yet the great sin was after all against God. In 
a similar case Joseph's conscience taught him 
the same great truth, ^^ How shall I do this 
great wickedness^ and sin against God?'' It 
requires real spiritual light within to apprehend 
this truth. The outrage against God is com- 
monly the last thought of tlie sinner^ even 
when he acknowledges his guilt. 

Perhaps, too^ David had in his mind the 
secrecy that necessarily accompanies this kind 
of sin, and how in his own case the first act 
was probably unknown to every one, and the 
second known only to Joab. Besides, as king, 
he was not liable to punishment from his sub- 
jects, and was amenable to God alone. 

That Thou mightest be justified in Thy say* 
ing, and clear when Thou art Judged; these 
words are rather obscure, and there are various 
readings of them in different versions. They 
seem however to point to the truth and justice 
of God as Judge, and especially to Christ as 
the faultless Man, by Whom mankind will be 
judged. 

God's ways and Providence .are impugned 
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now^ and are often obscure, sometimes quite 
unintelligible ; but the day will come when He 
will vindicate His truth and righteousness to 
the reason of all men^ so that all shall be silent 
before Him, and acknowledge that He is 
righteous in all His ways, and holy in aU His 
works. 

There may be also some deeper mystery 
hinted at here. David's sin was punishable 
with death, yet he was pardoned, his life 
spared, but his innocent child was made to die. 
Can we help thinking of the true Son of David, 
Who gave His Life a ransom for the sin of 
others, from His father Adam to his latest 
son? 

Behold, I was shapen in wickedness^ and in 
sin did my mother conceive me; m appeal to 
the pity of God, from His knowledge of human 
infirmity. For David understood the doctrine 
of original sin. 

Or perhaps a further self-condemnation ; for 
if David knew that " out of the heart of man 
proceed murder and adultery,^' he ought to 
have watched the impulses of this fallen nature, 
and not yielded to their seductive motions. 

That which is perfectly natural is neverthe- 
less deadly sin. For, as he goes on. Thou re- 
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quirest truth in the inward parts, and shalt 
make me to understand wisdom secretly ; or^ as 
it is otherwise rendered^ The uncertain and 
hidden things of Thy Wisdom, Thou hast made 
known unto me, God's grace can enable men to 
live holily^ controlling the natural impulses of 
the fallen heart. In the Judgment^ those who 
have done this will be the great evidence for the 
condemnation of the sinners^ who^ side by side 
with them^ have given way to that which they 
have ^^ overcome/' 

Notice, too, how S. Paul's mystical teaching 
corresponds with this. David speaks of truth 
in the inward parts, or the reins; S. Paul bids 
us have our " loins girt about with truth." The 
old old lie was that the natural appetites might 
be indulged with impunity. Christ, and the 
Gospel, and this season of Lent especially, bid 
us gird up our loins with the great truth, that 
self-restraint is the true wisdom, that if any 
man will be a Christian here, and go with 
Christ to His Home, he must deny himself, 
and keep under his body and bring it into sub- 
jection. David knew this, and all the godly 
with him. Even the better heathen held this 
truth, and we Christians have it yet more im- 
pressed upon us by the Sacrament of Baptismj 

c 
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which sanctifies our bodies and makes them the 
temples of the Holt Ghost. 

With this thought^ then^ let us conclude ; it 
suits our Psalm and it suits this season. David's 
sin came from the violation of this great truths 
and till we have learned it^ Lent has no mean- 
ing; we have not yet laid the foundation even 
of true religion ; the very heathen cry shame 
upon us now, and will rise up in the judgment 
with us and condemn us. 



III. 

ABSOLUTION. 

In the first six verses of this Fsalm^ we have 
already heard the cry of the penitent^ the wail 
of the sin-convicted soul; let us see nowj in 
the next six verses^ the hope of pardon. 

"Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean ; 
we have here perhaps one of those hidden 
things of vnsdom which one reading of the 
preceding verse declares were made known to 
David. Hyssop was prescribed for use in 
many ceremonies of the Law of Moses ; doubt- 
less many other things would have done as 
well^ or better^ but still this little herb must 
be used. It was used to sprinkle the door- 
posts of the Israelites with the blood of the 
lamb at the Passover; in the ritual for the 
purification of leprosy ; and in the sacrifice of 
the red heifer. In all these cases it was asso- 
ciated with atonement and reconciliation^ and 
with the shedding of blood. And when we 
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come to the Gospel record of the Sacrifice of 
the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of 
the worlds we see the hidden things of wisdom 
revealed by the incident related^ that the sol- 
diers " filled a sponge with yinegar, and put it 
upon hyssop^ and put it to His Mouth." 

The hyssop too is put at the bottom of the 
list of herbs by Solomon^ as the commonest 
and meanest; and we are told that it grows 
dinging to a rock ; do we not see here, as in a 
parable, how the way of pardon must be the 
way of lowliness, and how it is found by cling- 
ing close to Christ, Who is the Rock of our 
salvation ? 

The hyssop too is a bitter, pungent herb ; so 
is penitence bitter and painful, yet the " whole- 
some medicine purging sin away/^ 

The rest of the verse also refers to the old 
Mosaic ritual of reconciliation, wash me, and I 
shall be whiter than snow. The body and the 
clothes of the leper and the uaclean were to be 
washed with water; water imd blood being 
both required in ail such cases. Here too 
light beams backward from the Cross upon 
these hidden things of the Law, and S. Paul 
instructs the Hebrews that the Water and the 
Blood which flowed from the Side of Christ^ 
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and which S. John was so careful to record as 
an incident of the Passion, were the true and 
effectual propitiation, of which all these rites 
were the types. He tells us too that Baptism 
was prefigured by all these washings ; and it is 
not by the water, but through the efficacy of 
the Precious Blood, that the child's soul is 
washed; just as it is by the same cleansing 
Power that the soul of the penitent is absolved. 

Notice too, the thoroughness of pardon indi- 
cated here, as in several other places in the 
Psalm, whiter than snow; the true penitent is 
not merely freed from the debasing and dis- 
figuring defilement of sin, but restored to his 
original purity. Many other words of Scrip- 
ture tell us this. Isaiah's well-known promise 
to Israel, that if they would repent, their sins, 
which had made them '^ red as scarlet,'' should 
be done away, till they stood forth '' white as 
snow ;" and in the Apocalypse means and end 
are put side by side, and we see the redeemed 
clothed in robes of glittering white, which have 
been made so by being washed in the Blood of 
the Lamb. 

The garment dipped in blood would seem 
then to be the indispensable robe of those who 
are to be admitted to the Lamb's marriage* 
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feast. But still we must never forget that for 
the pure there will be some special privilege^ 
some higher glory than the highest penitent 
can ever attain to. 

Make me to hear of joy and gladness. 
Doubtless^ although David went on without 
repentance for a year^ there was an undefined 
uneasiness within^ the result of unpardoned sin 
upon the soul; and the absolving words of 
Nathan must have lifted a load from him^ and 
given him a sense of relief^ of peace^ of quiet 
joy and gladness which even his bitter shame 
and somow at the full sight of his guilty and 
the fear of the consequences of his sin^ could 
not destroy or even subdue. 

And it is so still with many. Men and 
women have not joy and gladness in their 
heart. They try by all methods to keep 
trouble and pain at a distance^ and to get all 
that is pleasant; but they feel that tbeyfail^ 
and the soul that is at peace with God has joy 
and gladness^ which the possessors of all the 
good things of life yearn for^ and strive for, 
and pray for^ in vain. 

And yet the fallacy is still maintained ; the 
always disappointed hope is still clung to; and 
men and women scheme^ and labour^ and suffer, 
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and sin^ to get what cannot make them happy 
after all. David could not rest till he got his 
wicked wish^ and the result was this bitter cry 
for joy and gladness^ which the coveted delight 
had utterly deprived him of. 

The bones which Thou host broken; a strong 
simile, used elsewhere also to indicate the 
crushing pain of sorrow. 

The words may also be used by those who 
suffer bodily miseries in this life^ to help them 
to endure, and to look onward to resurrection 
and the spiritual body. S. Jerome so uses 
them in speaking of the cruel sufferings and 
deaths of the martyrs of Christ in the early 
persecutions, and S. Paul uses similar expres- 
sions with respect to his own Passion. 

Hide Thy Face from my sins ; not from me, 
but from my sins. His sins are ever before 
him^ but he prays God to turn His Face from 
contemplating them. 

From the day that sin came into the world 
it has ever been uneasy under the eye of Gon. 
Its cry is always, ^' depart from me,'' its act is 
always to hide itself. 

It has been said that the Cherubim indicate 
the Attributes of God. Those strange mystical 
Creatures which are depicted to us with twQ 
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faces^ as of a man and as of a lion, are said to 
represent the mercy and the justice of God. 
At His first coming, and now in the day of 
mercy, He turns to us the Face of a man, the 
Man Christ Jesus; but at His second coming 
there will be the face of a lion, in the day of 
His wrath. 

Blot out all mine iniquities; there is here 
again, what we have already seen, the prayer 
for the destruction of the hated sin. This is 
no vain repetition ; the Great Exemplar re- 
peated again and again the same words; and 
the sin-conscious soul, that wants pardon above 
all things, will cry for it over and over again, 
like blind Bartimseus, or as — 

**A little helpless bird, 
That has but one plain passage of few notes, 
WiU sing the simple passage o'er and o'er 
For all an April morning, till the ear 
Wearies to hear it." 

Create in me a clean heart, God; create, 
because, as we have seen, it is God's power 
alone that can do this work of pardon and re- 
storation. Taking away the heart, and giving 
a new and better one, is frequently spoken 
of in the Sible as indicating the thorough 
change which conversion effects in a man. 
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Let us ever remember that repentance is the 
gift of God ; we cannot turn when we like ; we 
may outlive our day of grace^ like Pharaoh^ of 
whom it is said at last^ that " Ood hardened 
his heart/' 

The conversion of the stony rock into the 
honest and good heart, bringing forth fruit 
with patience, is indeed a wondrous act of the 
Omnipotent. 

Renew a right spirit within me; here re- 
newal is spoken of, because there must be, as 
it were, something for God to work upon. In 
one sense, repentance is a new creation, in 
another it is a restoration only. 

There are many beautiful analogies which 
are lost in the translation of the original words; 
thus, " spirit,'' " wind," and " breath," are all 
one word, and the knowledge of this throws 
wonderful light upon snch passages as these, — 
'' He bloweth with His wind, and the waters 
flow;" where we see the Spirit convincing the 
penitent of sin, and moving him to tears. 
''What manner of man is This that even the 
wind and the sea obey Him?" which imme- 
diately precedes the account of our Lobd casting 
out the evil spirits of Gadara. And many 
similar phrases. 
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Cast me not away from Thy presence; here 
again is a repetition ; David has no thought of 
punishment^ his only fear is the loss of God's 
favour and love. 

The ungodly say all their lives to God^ 
'^ depart from me \" and at last God takes up 
their own words^ and says also^ '^ depart from 
Me/' 

And take not Thy Holy Spirit from me* 
The Church has adopted these words into her 
liturgy, and so they are uttered daily by thou- 
sands. 

So long as the Spirit of God still dwells in 
the heart, there is hope of repentance and 
perseverance to salvation, but He may be 
grieved till He departs, as from Saul and 
Judas. 

Restore unto me the joy of Thy Salvation ; 
another repetition ; the prayer is the same as 
that of the eighth verse. 

And uphold me with Thy free Spirit. The 
word translated free is a remarkable one; it is 
used elsewhere for ^Miberal/' as where the 
Israelites offered so abundantly for the adorr-* 
ment of the Temple, that more was received 
than was asked for. It also means '^ noble,'' 
"princely," *' royal;" as where '^ Araunah, a? 
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a king^ gave unto the king/^ or it implies up- 
rightness^ as opposed to the devious^ crooked 
ways of sin^ or the deformity which it induces 
in the soul^ just as the spirit of infirmity bowed 
down the body of the poor woman in the 
Gospel^ till she could in no wise lift up herself. 
And if we take it as it stands^ it corresponds 
with those words of S. Paul, "where the Spirit 
of God is, there is liberty/' 

There are thoughts enough then, evidently, 
in this word alone, not for one meditation only, 
but for many. We see how *' God gives libe- 
rally, and upbraideth not,'' gives more than we 
ask or think, gives to the unthankful and the 
evil ; how those that are endued with the Spirit 
of God will be like Him in these respects, as a 
son is like his father; how godliness exalts and 
ennobles both nations and men ; how it is no 
mean, poor, cowardly, unmanly thing, but the 
stuff of which heroes are made ; and how the 
want of it degrades and enslaves men, and 
makes them miserable, despicable, impotent; 
how liberty is not the violation and destruc- 
tion of law and obedience, but the subjection 
of the man to one only Master, the direction 
of the man by one only law, God, and God's 
will. 
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In these days then, when peoples and nations 
are seething in desperate unrest, and shrieking 
for liberty, and when men and women, each in 
their own sphere, set up the same cry, and all 
alike mean freedom from the trammels of God 
and man, and licence each to do, and think, 
and be, and leave alone, just as his own will 
disposes him at the moment, unchallenged, un- 
restrained, irresponsible; and when it seems 
too that political, and moral, and social chaos 
is the one inevitable result of all this, if it is 
carried out to its natural end,— which God of 
His mercy avert ! — then be our prayer more 
and more, " Thy Will be done in earth, as it is 
in heaven;^' stablish me, O Lord, with Thy 
Jree Spirit. 



IV. 

EESTITUTION. 

We have now seen, in the first six verses of this 
Psalm, the Confession of sin ; in the next six 
verses the prayer for^ and the hope of pardon; 
let us see in the next three verses (the 13th^ 14th9 
and 15th) the penitent's desire for Restitution. 
Then will I teach transgressors Thy ways, 
and sinners shall be converted unto Thee. He 
had been teaching Satan's ways^ spreading evil^ 
perverting and debasing souls ; his first thought, 
after his own pardon, is to undo some of the 
harm he has done, and to do some good ; in a 
word, to make restitution to God and man for 
his wrong to both. He would not spare him* 
self, he would tell to his own generation, and 
by this Psalm to all generations yet to come, 
all the shamefal sin, all the grievous punish* 
ment that the outraged justice of God had de* 
manded and exacted of him, and also all the 
wondrous tale of the exceeding mercy of God^ 
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which had not forsaken him^ even in the deep 
degradation of his fall^ and had^ on his repent- 
ancei pardoned and restored him. 

And so it has been ; David's case is a wonder- 
fill and perpetual lesson. It shows the extra- 
ordinary power of the passions ; it demonstrates 
man's liberty which God does not over-ride ; it 
displays God's way in allowing men's sins to 
work out their own punishment^ as by an in- 
variable law; and at the same time it gives 
hope to all penitents^ that if they will turn and 
repent there is still for them mercy with God. 
David ever lives a monument of judgment and 
mercyi to teach God's ways to all who will hear 
and understand; an example^ too^ of God's 
power to turn evil to good, and of His way of 
using unlikely instruments to effect His pur- 
poses. David the murderer and adulterer, 
Peter the denier of his Lord, Paul the blas- 
phemer and persecutor of Jesus, these are the 
chosen teachers of God's ways, the founders of 
His Kingdom! Sometimes, indeed, God uses 
weakest means to effect greatest ends, but 
sometimes also He converts opposing strength 
and turns it right round, making it work for 
Him and for His ultimate glory. And so we 
read in Jobj '' Will the unicorn be willing to 
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serve thee^ or abide by thy crib ? Canst thou 
bind him with his band in the furrow^ or will 
he harrow the valleys after thee? wilt thou 
trust him because his strength is great? or wilt 
thou leave thy labour to him? wilt thou be- 
lieve him that he will bring home thy seed and 
gather it into thy bam r What is impossible 
with man is possible with Gon. 

Such are the effects of the free spirit of God ; 
it turns evil to good^ and makes the converted 
man a '^ worker together with God/' labouring 
w?th Him to "overcome evil with good/' 
^^When thou art converted, strengthen thy 
brethren/' this was not said to Peter only but 
to every Christian. Fire^ light, heat, life, can- 
not be hid; they must show themselves, must 
spread, must influence what is around them ; 
and these are used as symbols of the religion 
of Chbist. 

People may conform externally, may talk, 
may profess to be Christians, but the one test 
is, do they display the spirit of Chbist? what 
are they doing after His example? what evil 
are they turning to good? what sinners are 
they converting to God ? 

Alas ! how many will not even lift a finger 
to help this work! Every one begs to be 
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excused, and passes on the call to some one 
else. And even when the poor alternative is 
suggested, ''at least you can give monejr to 
help others who are willing to work in your 
name/' there is still the same drawing back; 
the refined bow and gracefully decline; the 
blunt just say, "no;*' the suspicious imply 
that we misappropriate what is entrusted to us; 
most of those who give, give what costs them 
nothing, a mere fraction of what is most surely 
due from them ; and those who have done evil 
never seem to think of making restitution to 
God and man in this obvious way. In short, 
the duty of self-sacrificing almsgiving is one 
that almost every one of us has yet to learn; 
and selfish appropriation of what should be 
rendered to God, and devoted to the help of 
our fellow-men, is a sin from which but few of 
us are free at this moment. 

Deliver me from blood-guiltiness ^ God, 
Thou that art the God of my health, and my 
tongue shall sing of Thy righteousness. Thou 
shall open my tips, Lord, and my mouth shall 
show Thy praise. The former verse refers 
chiefly to restitution to man, these chiefly to 
restitution to God. 

Praise and thanksgiving to God for what He 
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is^ and for what He does^ are evidently due 
from those who owe so much to the mercy of 
God. And this is all the direct return we can 
make to God for all His benefits to us. 

David recurs once more to the past^ his sin 
is ever before him. The words are literally, die* 
liver me from bloods; for we read that others 
were sacrificed in the battle besides Uriah, to 
carry out the wretched, murderous, cowardly 
plot; and more than that, David's bad ex- 
ample would ruin others, and bring their blood 
upon him, the loss of the life, not of the body, 
but of the soul. 

There seems to be a special and peculiar 
horror that haunts the murderer. The mur- 
dered man's life-blood seems to cling to him, 
do what he will. And so it is no mere dramatic 
picture, but that which many a terrible expe- 
rience has known in very deed, where we read 
of the miserable murderess wandering in her 
sleep, and crying — 

"What! will these hands ne'er be clean! here's the 
smell of blood still ! all the perfumes of Arabia will not 
sweeten this little hand ! oh! oh! oh!" 

And can we help recalling that worst of all 
murdersj that fruitless washing of the hands of 

D 
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PUate^ and that terrible imprecation, ''His 
Blood be on us and on our children?" 

Yes, we may well recall it, for now we can- 
not choose but have part in that Death. His 
Elood will be, must be, on us and on our chil- 
dren, either for salvation or for condemnation. 
Stand apart we cannot; either we crucify the 
Son of God afresh, or His Blood cleanses us 
from sin, and so He is the God of our healthy 
the God of our Salvation. Blood for blood; 
His Blood for ours. 

" For me the Cross Thy great Love bore, 
For me the Scourge, for me the Nails, 
For me the Crown around Thy Temples set, 
For me the Agony and Bloody Sweat." 

This is our hope. We are guilty ; blood-guilti- 
ness is upon us; Christ is the City of Refuge; 
His Wounded Side the wide open gate; the 
avenger is following hard upon us, let us flee 
while we may; there alone we can be safe. 

And this leads us naturally to another 
thought which is doubtless contained in these 
words: ^^ Deliver me from bloods, God, so 
shall I be safe, then shall my mouth be opened, 
and I shall more worthily sing Thy praises. 
Surely David is looking forward here by faith, 
like Job before him, to the '^ redemption of his 
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body/' the release from flesh and bloody the 
flesh with its lusts, the blood with its inherited 
contamination ; " flesh and blood cannot inherit 
the Kingdom of God ;" the " corruptible body 
presseth down the soul," but by-and-by, " this 
corruptible shall put on incorruption/' 

This David saw through a glass darkly^ but 
we plainly and surely. At this season the 
Cross stands plainly before our eyes^ our hope, 
the rock of our salvation. But that is not all. 
Behind it there is the grave^ not the dark^ 
dreadful^ unknown place that it was to the 
heathen^ not closed, no prison at whose door 
men take eternal leave of hope, but " the place 
where Jesus lay;" angels bright and fair at 
head and foot^ sweet scent of the perfumed 
robes still there, soft light in every part, the 
great door-stone rolled away, and Jesus Him- 
self not far off. " O Death, where is thy sting ? 
O Grave, where is thy victory?" 

Well might the weary apostle look on with 
joy and hope to this resting-place, '^ having a 
desire to depart;" well may we amidst the 
cares and weariness of life — and worse, with the 
ever-threatening power of the flesh still drag- 
ging us downward, always making apostasy and 
perdition possible even to the last — well may 



36 IGlesttttttiotu 



we look onwards to the day when we shaU put 
off tills body with hope and joyfnlness^ and at 
last be free from temptation^ free from all 
danger^ all sin^ to wait a little wliile till the 
great Easter morning dawns. 

Then^ indeed^ will onr month be opened^ 
then with glorified body^ bright and pnre^ we 
shall indeed sing aloud of His righteousness, 
and show forth His praise Who hath redeemed 
ns with His Blood ; making Him all the return 
we can^ all that He asks of ns^ joining in the 
involuntary outburst of gratitude^ and joy^ and 
love, of those countless thousands of thousands^ 
*' blessings and honour, and glory, and power, 
be unto Him that sitteth upon the Throne, 
and unto the Lamb, for eyer and ever/' 



V. 

SATISFACTION. 

The 16tli and 17th verses of our Psalm relate 
to that part of repentance which is termed 
Satisfaction. 

Thou desirest not sacrifice, else would I give 
it Thee ; Thou delightest not in burnt offering ; 
the sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, a 
broken and contrite heart, God, Thou wilt 
not despise. If we remember whose words 
these are, and when they were uttered, we 
shall see how very remarkable they are. They 
show that Evangelical truth was thus made 
known to David by the light of the Holy 
Spieit, while the Law was still in force ; and 
that while most men could but take in the 
literal obligation to offer bullocks and lambs, 
David could see that these sacrifices were mere 
types and shadows of better things to come, 
that there was but one perfect and sufficient 
Sacrifice for sin, and that the sinner^s hope was 
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with contrite heart to unite himself to that 
Sacrifice^ that its merits might be applied to 
him individually. 

There are several similar passages in other 
parts of the Old Testament^ showing that spi- 
ritual men were able to discern the mind and 
will of GoD^ in that which to others was but a 
dark parable or an insoluble riddle. 

As regards the literal sense of the words^ as 
has already been said^ there was no satisfaction 
provided by the Law for the sins of murder 
and adultery. No sacrifice was offered for 
them simply because the man who was guilty 
of them must atone for them by his own life- 
blood; his own death was the only sacrifice^ 
the only satisfaction. 

As regards the theory of religious sacrifices 
a few words may be well. It seems to be 
something of this kind. " When an injury has 
been done by one man to another^ he who has 
done the wrong must be compelled to make 
compensation for the wrong done ; without this 
society could not exist. If every man might 
maltreat his neighbour without suffering for it, 
each man would be a centre of repulsion from 
whom every one else would fly.'' So among 
all nations that have any degree of civilization 
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there is a code of regulations for making satis- 
faction for injury done. The same feeling 
gives rise naturally to the ordinance of sacri- 
fices to God. Wherever there is a knowledge 
of GoD^ the sense of sin is present also^ and 
the desire arises to avert the results of sin by 
some atonement or satisfaction ofiPered to God. 
And the idea of vicarious sacrifice follows. 
Men see that sufiering ensues from sin^ but 
that the suffering very often does not fall so 
much upon the sinner as upon some one else. 
For example, a father undermines his constitu- 
tion with drink, and his children are sickly and 
miserable for life, and often become drunkards 
themselves; a general is incompetent, and 
thousands of soldiers perish ; a youth runs into 
debt, his parents stint and pinch themselves to 
save him from prison ; and so on. So the man 
who is conscious of guilt takes the life of an 
animal, and offers it as a sacrifice instead of 
himself. 

This in fewest words is the broad general 
principle of sacrifice. There is of course much 
more that might be said on the doctrine and 
practice of sacrifice ; for there are sacrifices of 
worship and praise, of thanksgiving, and of 
supplication, besides those of atonement and 
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satisfaction^ of which alone we have spoken. 
We know too that a multitude of dark^ and 
superstitious^ and cruel^ and abominable prac- 
tices have arisen where men's minds have been 
degraded^ and the knowledge of 6od and truth 
has been perverted or lost. 

Now David was living under a religious 
system ordained by God Himself^ sanctioning 
vicarious sacrifice, and in which it was systema- 
tized into a minute and varied code, for the 
regulation of all man's relations to Goo and 
his fellow-men. But at the same time it was 
a temporary system, a system not o^ realities, 
but of types ; and as the New Testament, espe- 
cially the Epistle to the Hebrews, shows and 
explains, the one great idea that pervaded it in 
every part was the Atonement of Chkist, the 
one sufficient and effectual Sacrifice of the 
Cross, to take away the sins of the whole 
world, and of each individual man. That 
which the application of blood shed did cere- 
monially under the Law is done actually and 
really by the Precious Blood of Christ. That 
which the Law did not even profess to deal with 
— as these deepest sins of murder and adultery 
— Christ grappled with and did away, for " the 
Blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from all sin/' 
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This great Gospel truth David seems to in- 
dicate in these verses. A knowledge of the 
blessed fact is more than implied ; indeed if we 
put his words here beside words of his in other 
Psalms^ we cannot doubt that he was one of 
those who^ as the Apostle tells us^ saw Christ 
and His promises afar off^ and rejoiced^ and 
were justified by their faith. 

To enter upon an examination of the great 
fundamental dogma of the Atonement for the 
sins of the world by the Sacrifice of Chbist, is 
quite beyond the scope of our present subject. 
That it is encompassed with difficulties no in- 
telligent man who has ever really thought about 
it is ignorant. But that men should reject it 
on that account is indeed most unreasonable. 
Like all God^s works and ways it is shrouded 
in mystery, and it must from its very nature 
be above our mere rational intelligence. For 
to understand the Mind of God evidently re- 
quires an intelligence equal to that of God, 
that is, infinite. They are wise and happy 
who can accept, and rejoice in the fact, with- 
out demanding to know all the antecedents, 
and to understand and investigate all the ways 
and means. Are there not a thousand facts 
which we receive on the same terms, and use. 
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and are benefited by every day ? Let us re- 
member that God's acts are necessarily unin- 
telligible to us in their relation to Himself^ 
and are only intelligible^ or partially intel- 
ligible^ in their relation to ourselves. 

And^ thank God^ this is all that is required 
of us. God does not require of us an intellec- 
tual apprehension of all the mysteries of the 
Atonement ; all that is required of us is a con* 
trite heart and broken spirit — ^this is the sacH* 
fice required at our hands. It is enough for us 
to come to the altar of the Cross^ and lay the 
hand of faith upon the all-sufiScient Sacrifice 
there once for all offered^ and so unite ourselves 
with it that its merits may attach themselves 
to us individually ; that the Blood which was 
shed to cleanse all may be applied severally to 
each sin-defiled soul^ that the Blood and Water 
that flowed from that broken Heart of the Sa- 
viour of the world may reach^ and cleanse^ and 
sanctify our hearts. For that Hearty broken by 
suffering for love of us, God will not despise — 
its Wounds avail to heal the wounds of all 
other hearts. 

A broken and contrite heart Thou wilt not 
despise. '^ O most dear, most precious words I 
words worthy to be written in letters of gold ! 
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Who can tell how many penitents, all but 
driven to despair of God^s pardon, having lost 
all trust in His love, having cast away the 
latest remnant of hope, have turned again with 
these words in their mouths and found peace/^ 

The way of the world is to treat those who 
repent of their sins, and follies, and mistakes, 
and who would try to undo them, as the great 
men of his day treated Judas. The heart- 
broken appeal is met by a contemptuous sneer, 
'' What is that to us ?" 

But if there be one glory greater than an- 
other, that glitters nlost brightly about the 
Head of Jesus, it is His title, " Friend of sin- 
ners /* '^ this Man receiveth sinners/' 

O blessed truth! the broken and contrite 
heart He will not despise. '' It is not so much 
in the public mouth of the Church, it is not so 
much in the great congregation, it is not so 
much when the priests, the ministers of the 
Lord, have stood between the porch and the 
altar, that ye, O wondrous words, as sweet- 
smelling frankincense, have gone up to heaven. 
No, it was when she of old wiped those Blessed 
Feet with the hairs of her head, having bsCthed 
them with her tears. It was when hearts that 
nothing else could melt have yielded to the 
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pitying love of Jesus^ and have been drawn to 
Him ; as when, for example, in the primitive 
ages, Afra the harlot, converted to God, and 
declaring herself a Christian, cried out in the 
presence of her judges who had just condemned 
her to the flames, ^O, Jesus Christ, Lord 
God Almighty, Who hast not come to call the 
righteous but sinners to repentance, Whose 
promise is true and clear that in what hour 
soever the sinner shall turn from his iniquities, 
in that same hour Thou wilt remember his sins 
no more, receive my repentance in this hour of 
my passion ; and by this temporal fire, which 
is made for my body, deliver me from that 
eternal fire which burns up both body and 
soul/ And her last words, as the flames arose, 
were, ^I thank Thee, O Lord Jesus Christ, 
Who hast vouchsafed to accept me as a victim 
for Thy Name, Who alone wast oflfered as a 
Victim for the whole world upon the Cross; 
I offer my sacrifice to Thee, Who with the Fa- 
ther and the Holy Ghost livest and reignest 
God for ever and ever. Amen/ It was when 
merciless men, steeped up to the lips in blood, 
have with all the strength and agony of their 
repentance appealed to the Blood of Calvary, 
it was then, and in a thousand thousand like 
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cases^ that ye^ O most blessed^ O most glorious 
words, O words that none save He, in all points 
tempted like as we are, yet without sin, could 
have inspired, it was then that ye merited to 
prevail \" 

Be these words then engraven on our hearts, 
constantly in our mouths. And specially are 
they fitting when in the Eucharist, the one 
great Sacrifice for sin is shown forth, and its 
merits pleaded ; when we say, " here we oflFer 
unto Thee ourselves, our souls and bodies, to 
be a reasonable, holy, and lively sacrifice unto 
Thee ; and although we be unworthy, through 
our manifold sins, to oflfer unto Thee any sacri- 
fice, yet we beseech Thee, accept this our 
bounden duty and service, through Jesus 
Chbist our Lobd/' 



VOTB. — ^Part of wliat is said aboye on the theory of Sacri- 
fice is taken from the Bey. S. Baring-Gould's ** Origin of 
Beligious Beliefl" 
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VI. 

INTERCESSION. 

We have seen, in examining this fifty-first 
Psalm, Contrition, Confession^ Absolution, Sa- 
tisfaction, and Restitution ; we now find in the 
last two verses of the Psalm that which every 
converted soul cannot help practising. Inter- 
cession. 

As on another occasion, so here, David^ who 
is ready bravely to suffer the punishment of his 
own sins, is most sensitive to the welfare and 
happiness of his people; and so, turning from 
all thoughts of himself^ he prays, be favour- 
able and gracious unto Sion ; build Thou the 
walls of Jerusalem. Then shall Thou be pleased 
with the sacrifice of righteousness, vnth the 
burnt offerings and oblations ; then shall they 
offer young bullocks upon Thine altar. 

So sudden is the transition that some writers 
imagine the words are an interpolation; and 
npting what is said of building the walls of 
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Jerusalem, and the offering of sacrifices, they 
ingeniously imagine that these verses were 
added by Nehemiah after the Captivity, while 
he was rebuilding Jerusalem, and before the 
Temple services had been restored. 

This sort of microscopic historical criticism 
of the Bible is we know greatly in favour just 
now. It has a certain air of science about it, 
and dignifies itself with a lofty claim for a dis- 
passionate love of truth; but it often over- 
reaches itself, often lives in a cloudy atmosphere 
of unreality created by itself, and is about as 
agreeable to the devout mind as an anatomist 
would be who, while we were admiring a beau* 
tiful face and graceful form, should begin to 
describe and picture the course of the veins and 
muscles, and all the substructure of bone and 
sinew. 

There is, however, no ground whatever, ex- 
cept this hypercritical fancy, for severing these 
verses from the rest of the Psalm. They are 
found in all ancient copies and versions, and 
they harmonize readily with all that precedes 
them, and form, as we shall see, a glorious 
climax, as it were in a major key, of the theme 
that has hitherto been discoursed in the minor. 

Even in their most literal sense they are op- 
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portune and appropriate. For the one great 
passion of David^s hearty we know, was to 
build a glorious temple for the more fitting 
worship of God. Being forbidden himself to 
do this, he was collecting costly materials, that 
his promised son — the son, as it turned out, of 
this very Bathsheba — might raise an altar 
whereon to offer burnt offerings and oblations. 
He had already brought the ark to Mount 
Zion, and was building the walls of Jertisalem, 
that it might be a city worthy to stand round 
the future temple ; as goodly setting surrounds 
the precious gem. 

But we hasten gladly from the mere literal 
and passing meaning of the words to that 
deeper, higher, spiritual sense which regards 
this present time, and stretches onward into 
better times only hoped for as yet, but surely 
coming. 

There is another Jerusalem, another Temple, 
another Kingdom and Throne of David, for 
whose establishment intercession is ever to be 
made. Daily, hourly, momentarily the prayer 
goes up from thousand thousand lips and 
hearts, '^ Thy kingdom come/' The godly man 
has a passion for the establishment of that 
Kingdom^ as David had for the prosperity of 
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Israel. The penitent^ when like David he has 
cleansed his own soul^ turns natnrally to help 
others ; to help Him^ too^ Who has pardoned 
him^ that He may " see the desire of His soul 
and be satisfied/^ 

The Catholic Church is the Kingdom of the 
Son of David* The wise Master Builder laid 
the Corner Stone — O mystery! Himself — '^dis- 
allowed indeed of men^ but chosen of God^ and 
precious/' Upon this He laid the twelve 
foundation stones^ the Apostles *, and therefore^ 
as Cephas^ '^ the stone/' himself tells us, " ye 
also as lively stones are built up a spiritual 
house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual 
sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Chbist/' 

See how the Apostle rushes here from one 
similitude to another ; he is speaking of Chris- 
tians as spiritual stones, part of a spiritual 
building, and without break he goes on to call 
them at the same time a priesthood, offering 
oblations with which God is pleased. Strange 
confusion of ideas ! and yet not strange at all, 
if we put his words side by side with our verses 
in this Psalm, where the same two ideas are 
blended together, building and sacrificing. 
The end and object of the building is the offer- 
ing of sacrifices, whether we speak of the Ca- 

s 
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tholic Church or of the individaal soul of the 
Christian. Sacrifice is the one idea of both^ 
the oblation of all, as a whole burnt-offering 
to God. And with sacrifice there is ever 
building. 

Probably no city in the world has been so 
often built^ and destroyed^ and built again^ as 
Jerusalem. From the time we first hear of it 
in the days of the Jebusites, in the Book of 
Judges^ down to the present day^ when excava- 
tions are revealing some' of its strange history, 
Jerusalem has always been in course of erec- 
tion. Like the world itself, that seems to be 
made up of strata piled upon the ruins of for- 
mer strata; like vegetable and animal life, that 
are made up of old materials used up anew; 
so Jerusalem, of all cities in the world, seems 
to be a city of resurrection; like the fabled 
Phoenix, indestructible, rising ever with new 
life from its own ashes. 

And has it not been so also with Christ's 
Church ? what a strange, eventful history it has 
had ! how has one age been occupied in build- 
ing up what a former age has cast down ! 

And how yet more striking is the parallel in 
the Kingdom of God within the Christian soul ! 
We ought to go on building up God's Temple 
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there^ till it grows silently, grandly, without 
pause to completion. But alas ! it is not so ; 
at best we are building upon ruins ; and under 
them, too, are ruins ; and ruins lie deeper still. 

What is the true record of our spiritual life 
but a series of fresh starts after fall or mere 
idleness? Sometimes the enemy has come in 
and taken the place and laid it waste till hardly 
one stone was left upon another ; and some- 
times we ourselves have left our work, and 
hardly noticed it at all, except to visit it occa- 
sionally, and sit down and gaze upon it as a 
picturesque ruin all overgrown with tangled 
weeds. 

Yes, these words are eminently fit wherewith 
to close this Psalm of penitence. Sin is de- 
structive; and repentance painfully and la- 
boriously sets about building up again what one 
mad moment of sin dashed to ruins. O won- 
derful work of God that makes this restoration 
possible ! 

After many destructions and rebuildings, 
David yearned to build the walls of Jerusalem, 
and Solomon realized the glorious ideal. Sut 
again war and devastation came; and then 
once more the restorer; men built in terror, 
the sword in one hand and the trowel in the 
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other; and old men who had seen Solomon's 
Jerusalem^ wept at the sight of the pnny city, 
and the shabby Temple. Bat God said in con- 
solation that that city and that Temple should 
be more glorions than all the golden grandeur 
of Solomon. And so it was. In that Temple 
the Lord Himself appeared ; in that city the 
true Burnt Offering and Oblation was offered, 
wherewith God was pleased. 

And then, when presently both were once 
more destroyed, there were those who cared 
not, Israelites though they were, for they 
'^looked for a city that hath foundations, whose 
builder and maker is God ;'' they were alres^^y 
citizens of the New Jerusalem, where no tem- 
ple is needed, and which can never be de- 
stroyed. 

Yes, this is God's wonderful way, to bring 
order out of ruin, beauty out of decay, life out 
of death. Spring flowers preach this great 
truth. Easter preaches it year by year, and 
tells of a greater Easter yet to come; till as we 
ponder, we almost fancy we dimly discern the 
solution of the great riddle, the existence of 
evil and sin in the realm of the great and good 
God. They bring destruction, but God ever 
brings something better out of destruction. 
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Restoration always comes ; and the rebuilding 
is always nobler than the destroyed building* 

So we live, and so we die, in hope ; so we 
look out upon the world, and the Church, and 
in upon our own hearts, and hope. So we go 
on ever praying, "Thy kingdom come;** so 
while the world is very evil, and the Church 
distracted, and like Peter^s boat covered with 
the waves, and near to foundering, we take up 
the strain that men have always sung, and 
always will sing, till the Son of David Himself 
comes and restores all things, the song that 
tells of " Jerusalem the golden,** the home, the 
happy, beautiful, peaceful, joyous home of all 
those who love God. 

Sweet, comforting, hopeful, trustful words 
they are, poured forth from many a heart, in 
many languages, in many centuries. There is 
such abundance, that like town children turned 
out into flowery fields, we stand bewildered, 
and know not which to pluck first. 

Let us then take one prophetic strain less 
known, the words of one whose story is itself 
an instance of Ood*s keeping His best till last, 
the words of holy and venerable Tobit, once 
blind, now restored to sight, once persecuted, 
now at his last end honoured, once troubled. 
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now in perfect peace — *' Jerusalem shall be 
built up with sapphires and emeralds and pre- 
cious stoneS; thy walls and towers and battle- 
ments with pure gold, and the streets of 
Jerusalem shall be paved with beryl and car- 
buncle and stones of Ophir^ and all her streets 
shall say Alleluia, and they shall praise Him, 
saying, Blessed be God which hath extolled it 
for ever." 



J. Mastcrs & Son, Printen, Albion Buildings, Bartholomew Close. 



